
AB 617 Community Air protection Program  
Minutes of the Steering Committee Meeting 

ECRMC Community Education Center 
El Centro, CA 

 
Co-chairs: Matt Dessert; Luis Olmedo 
 
Facilitator: Amy Ramos 
 

I. Attendance: 
 

Matt Dessert, Air Pollution Control District; Luis Olmedo, Comite Civico del Valle; Mersedes Martinez, Community 
Corridor; Diahna Garcia Ruiz, Community Corridor; Rene Felix, Calexico Corridor;  Mireya Diaz, Community Corridor; 
Kristian Salgado, Community Corridor; Chris Gomez Wong, Community Corridor; Blake Plourd, Community 
Corridor; Sergio Cabañas, Community Corridor; Mark Baza, Community Corridor, Aide Fulton, Community Corridor; 
Mary Salazar, Community Corridor; Irene Garcia, Community Corridor; John Hernandez, Community Corridor; Jose 
Celaya, Community Corridor. 
 
Alternate: Bob Fischer, Rosa Guerrero, Sandra Mendivil, Christian Torres, Chris Gomez Wong, Michael Moore,  
 

II. Welcome and Opening Remarks from the Steering Committee Members 
 

Amy Ramos welcomed everyone in attendance. She thanked the people from the public and said they value their 
input and that it is critical for them to have a voice at these meetings. She also informed that here were some Public 
forms found at the registration table and if there were any comments that they would like to make they could do so 
through these forms.  
 
Matt Dessert said he would be the chairman for this meeting and welcomed everyone again. He also took this 
opportunity to remind them that for any process regarding the per diem agreed in the bylaws, they could get in contact 
with Gil Rebollar from the Air Pollution Control District. He also informed that they have a new designated main 
member put into their roster as he introduced Rene Felix as this primary sit member, and he added that they also have 
Christian Torres as a new designated alternate member for Luis Olmedo, as well as Chris Gomez Wong as a new 
designated alternate for Kristian Salgado. 
 
Luis Olmedo said he would like to welcome everyone and he said he hoped this would be a productive meeting to 
both the committee as well as the audience. 
 
 Blake Plourd asked how the members of the committee are getting off the committee and being reappointed.  
 
Matt Dessert explained that as co-chairs, Luis Olmedo and he had come to an agreement as to who would form a 
part of this committee. He also informed that some of these members had dropped out of participation due to missing 
attendance so they had agreed on bringing these new member and alternate to the committee as they consider them 
a very close fit to the members who had left.  He added there would be other changes regarding this matter since there 
are other members who have not been participating, and that they would be making the pertinent announcements as 
they move forward into the future.  
 
Mersedes Martinez mentioned there would be about 7 medicinal cannabis businesses opening up soon and that within 
their building plans they are including planting trees in order to mitigate pollution. She said she would like to know if 
there is anything that can be done through this committee to make this mandatory for every business building new 
facilities.  
 



Matt Dessert he did not know how far they can go through AB 617 as far as  setting policy within the city or other 
jurisdictions, but that they are looking at policies and administrative tools to make changes. He added he is aware that 
a tree program has been mentioned and recognized many times by the audience as well as the steering committee 
and that is something that he believes will come to fruition very shortly as they move forward and get started with these 
programs.  
 
Sergio Cabañas said he appreciates the effort made to replace those members who were missing attendance to these 
meetings in order to promote the participation needed in order to be able to make the wisest decisions regarding the 
projects within this program.   
 

III. Public Comment Period 
 
Ray Askins suggested placing air sensors on the intersection of Second Street and Cesar Chavez Ave as well as on 
Second Street near a restaurant and next to the airport as these are two important locations that should be monitored 
for pollution and he was disappointed there were not included on the list. 
 
Amy Ramos reminded everyone to feel free to submit a public comment form in order to address their questions, 
comments or concerns as they move along.  
 

IV. Approval of Minutes from Prior Meetings 
 
Matt Dessert stated that the minutes from prior meetings had been sent to them and indicated that at this time he was 
looking from a motion to approve and take a vote on approving minutes from the May 8th and May 22nd meetings.   
 
John Hernandez made a motion to approve the minutes for both dates. Sergio Cabañas seconded the motion. After 
taking a vote, the minutes for May 8th and May 22nd were approved unanimously. 
 

V. Presentations / Questions and Answers 
 
Community Air Monitoring Plan Update; Emily, Ramboll  
 
  
John Hernandez asked if the Clarity Node and Purple Air sensors have the capacity to measure volatile organic 
compounds as well as PM.  
 
Emily indicated that the Purple Air monitors do not, but the Clarity Node sensors have the capacity to measure total 
volatile organic compounds as well as nitrous oxides. 
 
An Attendee asked if they were set on this Dylos. 
 
Emily responded that even though they are not set on these types of monitors, if they wanted to consider other sensors 
they would need a good reason why because they do gain a lot with the expertise that CCV has on these devices and 
the success they have had operating a network that has a high time rate and transfers the date well. She added that 
going with a different sensor would mean starting over.  
 
An Attendee asked if it was possible to mix sensors in order to monitor other pollutant emissions and be able to obtain 
new data. 
 
Matt Dessert mentioned they had had talks and other presentations on different types of monitors and they are 
considering adding a minimum of two toxic monitors in and around the New River in Calexico since that community 
has requested that for many years.   



 
Luis Olmedo added that as far as measuring PM 10 and PM 2.5 the Dylos are ahead of the game when it comes to 
implementation. However, he mentioned this program is looking at toxic criteria and it is going to require regulatory 
monitors for this matter and there are regulatory instruments that are going to be implemented and operated by the Air 
Pollution Control District. 
 
Emily said different kinds of monitoring were included ahead in her presentation and carried on with it.  
 
Thomas Brinkerhoff from APCD said that once they submit their final plan to the state, they can expand upon this as 
the committee sees what it has worked and what needs to be improved upon.  
 
Rene Félix mentioned that it is his understanding that one of their responsibilities is to decide how to do the monitoring 
according to the pollutant emissions in each area being monitored. He said he thinks they should have a wide range 
of equipment and methodology for this purpose. He added that in some areas VOCs, combustion gases and hydrogen 
sulfides should be measured in addition to just particulate matter. 
 
Emily said the concerns about hydrogen sulfide and VOCs could be addressed when they talk about the different types 
of monitors they could add.  
 
An Attendee asked how much of a setback they would have by adding new types to monitors to the air monitoring 
plan.  
 
Emily said CCV could probably elaborate more on that question, but that it would have to do with how the data gets 
processed.  
 
Christian from CCV explained that if they choose a different sensor they would have to contract all the work out and 
hope that they have the entire infrastructure in place. He added that they already have their local data infrastructure in 
place to start forwarding that data for AQ view, which is what they have to do with all the AB 617 monitors. He also 
mentioned they have the public data displays, which is the website for IVAN and they have a bubble application for air 
quality notifications for free under development to lounge.  
 
An Attendee asked if those sensors are worth the money they are going to be investing on them and if the sensors 
that are already in place are the best and most cost effective sensors available on the market in order for them to be a 
continuation of the work that has already been done for the benefit of the communities in this corridor.    
 
Luis Olmedo from CCV mentioned they have been working with sensor technologies since 2003 working with the 
American Lung Association, but what they lacked back then was scientific validation. However, he said that in the last 
six years they were able to bring in the State Department of Public Health and a technical advisory committee, which 
included the local Air District, the Air Resources Board, the University of Washington, UCLA, as well as some of the 
tribal consultants that were working in the local nearby tribes thus having monitoring experts and scientists working on 
this. He added that much of the model that now governs AB 617 was taken from Imperial, which puts it in a very strong 
position at this time.  
 
Matt Dessert mentioned that the educational component to this program was a key and that there are other projects 
that form a part of this program that will help not only reduce emissions, but also avoid exposure or to reduce the 
amount of exposure time to pollutants.  
 
 

VI. Action Items 
 
CSC to take action on location of community monitors; Co-chairs / CCV   



 
CSC took action on location of community monitors through voting. 
 
Mark Baza mentioned one of his priority locations would be Second Street and Cesar Chavez because that is going 
to be the primary access to and from Mexico and that is going to add traffic to the already existing traffic on Second 
Street.  
 
John Hernandez said he would like to advocate for the east side of El Centro somewhere close by Washington 
Elementary School because they have about half a dozen schools around that area. 
 
Luis Olmedo said he had noticed a suggested site listed as El Centro Water Plant, but it is really a Sewer Plant and 
not a Water Plant.  
 
Amy Ramos asked everyone to make sure their names were on their ballots and said they would compile their votes 
and that they would be receiving a link to call to action where you want these monitors. She also said they would have 
a booth at their next meeting where they would get to cast their vote for the last time and that is what they will use to 
inform the community monitoring plan. She added that the co-chairs will not see their names attached to their data as 
they will only show the aggregate values.  
 

VII. Agency Updates   
 
Matt Dessert informed that the Air Pollution Control District is still meeting weekly to address their activities within the 
AB 617 Program. He also mentioned they had been communicating with the Public Health Department and the 
Agricultural Commissioner’s office to address pesticide issues. He mentioned they have been working on putting their 
budget together and that they would bring that back with a lot more detail ideally at the next meeting. He said they were 
also going to present a parking lot paving project at the Calexico High School. He also said they were working on their 
service agreement with other service providers as well as working on their monitoring plan that needs to be submitted 
to the California Air Resources Board.  
 
Luis Olmedo encourage everyone to get in contact with Comite Civico or the Air District to raise any concerns, 
questions or ideas as they discuss and take everything into consideration and bring it back to the table. He also 
mentioned they are trying to make sure that the AB 617 Program has allocation of funding this year again. 
 
Thomas Brinkerhoff mentioned there were going to be two public workshops held on June 19th. He said each session 
would be over two hours the first one being at two o’clock and the second one at 5:30.  He added they would have 11 
tables / booths on various topics related to AB 617. He said it was going to be a world café type of setup and he 
extended an invitation to all the members of the committee as well as members of the public to attend.  He finished 
saying that if they had any questions they could contact CCV and he hoped to see everyone next Wednesday at El 
Centro Regional Medical Center at the Imperial Valley Mall.  
 

VIII. Agenda Topics for Next Meeting 
 
Matt Dessert said next meeting is scheduled for July 10th.  He said he was optimistic to address some early emissions 
reduction projects, an informational item on the budget to present, as well better answers to the questions they receive 
all the time. 
 
Thomas Brinkerhoff from APCD said that based on all the input they had received as far as the locations for the 
community monitors as well as on the information they have given on the technology they have been pursuing to 
implement, they are going to have an updated draft on the monitoring plan in order to finalize it in July to be presented 
to the state and revisit it in the future when the time comes as this committee sees fit.  
 



IX. Closing Remarks /Adjournment  
 

Matt Dessert thanked everyone for their attendance and participation. 
 
Luis Olmedo said he was happy  to see that the members of this committee are asking very important questions, and 
he encourage everyone to keep asking these difficult questions as they help them identify areas that are being missed. 
He also thanked the members of the audience for participating as well. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


